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Executive Summary  

Introduction  

This Parks, Recreation and Open Space (PROS) Plan establishes 

Burlingtonõs vision for a sustainable system of parks, recreation 

facilities, programs, and services that promotes a healthy, active, and 

connected community. 

Vision Statement 

Burlington Parks and Recreation creates opportunities for the community 

to be happy, healthy, and active residents, employees, and visitors. We 

provide fun, inviting, and safe indoor and outdoor spaces for play, 

recreation, celebrations, and enjoying nature. Burlington parks, trails, 

and programs are in easy reach by foot, bike, and vehicles. Activities and 

programs are available to all with something for everyone ð classes, 

camps, sports, events and more. Our parks and recreation system is 

sustainably managed, and adapts to meet community needs, recreation 

trends, and growth. 

Why Plan?  

Eligibility for State  Funding   

This PROS plan is the Cityõs first parks and recreation system plan 

and establishes eligibility for grants administered by the Washington 

State Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO).  The Plan will be 

amended every six years to maintain eligibility for grants. The plan is 

due to RCO by March 1, 2020. 

A Component of the Cityõs Comprehensive Plan 

The PROS Plan is also designed to meet the requirements of the 

State of Washington Growth Management Act (GMA). GMA 

requires cities to: 

Á Designate the general location and extent of land uses including 

recreation and open space lands; 
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Á Identify lands useful for recreation, including wildlife habitat, 

trails and connection of critical areas;  

Á Estimate park and recreation demand for at least a ten-year 

period; and 

Á Develop a capital facilities plan (CFP) identifying funds necessary 

to implement the plan for at least a six-year period.   

The GMA also specifies that adopted plans should ensure that 

strategies for maintaining adopted levels of service are put in place to 

accommodate planned future development.  

This PROS plan includes goals and objectives, levels of service 

standards, and capital investments for a six-year period of 2020-2025 

matching the Cityõs capital facilities plan and a longer-term period of 

2020-2036 matching the Cityõs Comprehensive Plan.  

Efficiently Manages System  

This PROS Plan is designed to efficiently manage the system by: 

Á maximizing the use of the existing park system to make the best 

use of the assets in the park system, 

Á maintaining flexibility to respond to the communityõs changing 

needs and desires, 

Á serving a diverse and growing population and addressing 

increased demands on the system, and 

Á creating a sustainable model for developing and operating the 

park system through adequate resources, partnerships, and other 

measures.  

For efficiency and effectiveness, priorities for the system have been 

developed (see sidebar). 

Benefits of Parks  and Recreation  

This PROS Plan recognizes several benefits of parks and recreation 

facilities and services including: 

Priorities 

Based on the Vision and review of 

resources, this plan establishes 

priorities including:  

1. Improve existing parks.  

2. Add new trails that connect 

neighborhoods to existing 

parks.  

3. Open undeveloped parkland in 

the Cityõs inventory. 

4. Add new parks and new trail 

segments.  
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¶ Parks Shape the Community and Environment: Burlingtonõs 

parks, recreation, and open space system helps connect the 

community with active parks, trails, and green spaces. It also 

supports environmental protection and conservation, and 

enhances the livability of the city. 

¶ Parks Improve Health and Well Being: Well-designed 

communities with access to parks and recreation facilities can help 

Burlington residents to lead more active lifestyles benefiting their 

health and well-being. 

¶ Parks, recreation, and open space provide economic value to a 

community by increasing property values, attracting long-term 

residents and employers, and supporting tourism. (American 

Planning Association 2001, Active Living Research 2010)  

Community Engagement and Plan 

Approval Process  

The PROS Plan is based on a robust community engagement process 

including the following elements: 

¶ Online survey 

¶ Pop-up event at Terrace Heights Apartments and Back to School 

Fair at Maiben Park 

¶ Vision Workshop at City Hall and Vision Station at Allen School 

¶ Park System Workshop at the Community/Senior Center 

¶ Public meetings and hearings  

Burlington community members expressed needs and preferences for 

family facilities, improved amenities and safety, sports facilities, trails, 

and events/programming. These themes have been integrated into all 

aspects of the PROS Plan including the goals and objectives, demand 

and need analysis, levels of service, and capital improvements. 

Outreach and 

Engagement Participation  

 Online survey: 277  

 Pop -up events: 124  

 Vision events: 126  

 Park system workshop: 56  

 Plus, public meetings and 

hearings  
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Exhibit 1. PROS Plan Community Engagement Themes  

 

 

This plan is undergoing legislative review by the Parks, Recreation, 

and Cemetery Board, Planning Commission, and City Council. 

Following public meetings and hearings, the Board and Commission 

will make recommendations to the City Council. The City Council 

will deliberate and consider plan adoption. 


